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Venice, and if it had seemed advisable | should have prefixed that title to my book’.102 And a
respected professional historian, Frederic C. Lane, began his own work of synthesis by

stating with as much conviction as Brown that ‘From the sixth century A.D. to the end of the
eighteenth, the Venetians were a separate people.’103

98H.F. Brown, ‘Paolo Sarpi, the Man’, in his Studies in Venetian History (2 vols., London, 1907),
Il, pp. 233-4. Cf. Symonds, Catholic Reaction, Part Il, pp. 208-9, 218, 234, 244- 5.

99Lord Acton, ‘Fra Paolo Sarpi’, in his Essays on Church and State, ed. Douglas Woodruff
(London, 1952), pp. 251-60; David Wootton, Paolo Sarpi: Between Renaissance and

(Cambridge, 1983), pp. 42-3.

100LS, II, pp. 971-2.

101John Julius Norwich, A History of Venice (one-volume edition, London, 1982).
102Christopher Hibbert, Venice : The Biography of a City (London, 1988); Brown, Venice, p. ix.
103F.C. Lane, Venice: A Maritime Republic (Baltimore and London, 1973), p. 1.
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Horatio Brown, John Addington Symonds and Venice

Venetian historians are more serene and less contentious than those of Florence, but they tend to
divide into the factions of myth-makers, who stress Venice's virtues, its stability and its love of
justice, and of iconoclasts, who dwell upon its vice and corruption. One of the least reverent,
Professor Donald Queller, has written with gusto a kind of encyclopaedia of the crimes and
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city.'® He cites Pscudo-Asconius as having most fitingly defined a fortress
25 tyrane’ sca, sedom tyran," and prascs the Corinthian Timolcon for
having demolished that of Syracusc' after having captured it from that
city's tyrant. Timoleon's exemplary action, he says, ‘taught that a city
which is held with the help of a fortress can hardly ever exist without

Even before the new despotic regime had taken root in northern Ialy in
the st decades of the thirteenth century, Ezzelino da Romano appears to
have twied to impose his rule over his short-lived dominions by building
castles in subject cities, " and during the following century signori such as
the Este at Ferrara and the Della Scala at Verona would either build new
castles in their cities or strengthen existing ones, o protect themselves
against popular risings and enemy factions.® But castles, rocche, were not
the only type of fortification 1o which the signori resorted to secure their
safety and to enforce their absolute authority over the citizens. During the
formative period of the signorial regime, when its authority was often
fragile, fortified enclosures within the ity walls might offer a form of

10Vili, 9 (Strasburg, 1608), pp. 338-41: 'siine statuenda arx in urbe liberae civitatis'. On the date of
composition, see F. Batiaglia, Enea Silvio Piccolomini e Francesco Patrizi: Due politici senesi del
Quattrocento (Florence, 1936), p. 101.

11Ibid. In fact, Aristotle argues, in Politics, VII, 1330, that a hillcitadel (acropolis), while suitable for an
oligarchy and a monarchy, does not suit a democracy.

12'Optime Pedianus arcem definit sedem esse tyranni'. Cf. Pseudo-Asconius [Pedianus],

In divinationem, 18, T. Stangl ed., Ciceronis orationum scholiastae, i, (Hildesheim, 1964), p. 191: ‘Arx
Vel sedes tyranni dicitur, ut saepe alibi. . .

13'docuit urbem, quae arcis praesidio teneretur, vix unquam sine tyrannide esse posse’. The source of
this statement s Plutarch's Life of Timoleon, 22, where he narrates how Timoleon made the
Syracusans destroy the citadel, 'the tyrants’ bulwark.

14He did s0 in Brescia. Cf. Rolandino da Padova, Cronica in factis et circa facta Morchie Trivixane,

ed. A. Bonardi, RIS, VIII, i (1905-7), p. 151: ‘castra fier fecit in civitate ad omnium detrimentum et
mortem'. See Storia di Brescia, il (Brescia, 1964), p. 1089.

150n Ferrara, see Ferreto de' Ferreti, Historia rerum in Italia gestarum, in Opere, ed. C.

Cipolla (Rome, 1908-20), |, pp. 237, 243-4; on Verona, G. Barbetta, Le mura e le fortficazioni di
Verona (Verona, 1978), pp. 45-8, and John Law’s contribution to this volume, below pp. 9-27.
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